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but being difappointed, they foon fpread a Repott
over the Country, that by a Difcovery made by fome
antient Writings, we dug there for Treafure, by
which we were greatly enriched: To prevent the
further Concourfe of the People, ¢dre. we were glad
to fill up the Trenches, and leave the other Tumuls
unexamined.

N. B. The Middle Tumulus is about Nine Yards in Diameter, and
the leffer abour Eight Yards each at the Plain.

VIUI. Part of a Letter from the Right Hon"
Robert James Lord Petre, F. R.S. to Martin
Folkes, Efq; P.R.S. concerning fome exsra=
ordinary Effects of Lightning.

SIR, Brook-fireet, fune24.1742.

Read June 24- N Tuefday Morning, between Three
1742 and Four o'Clock, we had at
Thorndon fome of the moft terrible Thunder I ever
heard ; and, indeed, by the Effe@s of it, I have Rea-
fon to conclude, that it was very near us, as well as
by the Noife, to which I really think no other Thun-
der I ever yet had any Notion of, could be compared.
It hasbeat down a Chimney at a Farm-houfe juft by,
and the Lightning has alfo ftruck Two large Oaks in
my Park, which ftand' about Forty or Fifty Feet
apart. In one of them I do not obferve any thing
much different from other Trees which I have before
feen ftruck with Lightning; the only thing that

feems remarkable, is, that the greateft Damage ap-
pears
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137 ]
pears to be done to the Eaft Side of the Trec, ai-
though it is certain, that the Storm all came from the
South-Weft. This Tree is extremely fhattered, and
fplit from the Top to the Bottom ; and on the South-
Weft Side, jult by the Root, there is a large Hole
made in the Ground, about Six or Seven Inches Dia-
meter, and about a Foot or Fifteen Inches dcep.
But in the other Tree, I think, there is fomething
more patticular; for there, without fhattering or {plit-
ting the Tree in the leaft, or fo much as difturbing
a fingle Branch, although there are a great many
_upon it, the Lightning has taken off the Bark about
Five Inches wide, in a complete fpiral Line, from
about Forty Fect high, down to within about a Foot
of the Ground, where the Width diminifhes to about
Two Inches, and fo goes quite off: In the Centre
of thefe Five Inches, it has entered the Wood about
Three-fourths of an Inch deep, and about an Inch
and half wide: This Hollow it has in great part
cleared out intirely, and the reft is left hanging like
Picces of broken or untwifted Ropes; this Hollow
alfo diminifhes near the Ground, and dies quitc out
cxaltly at the Ground : The fpiral Line is exatly
regular, and goes juft oncc round the Tiee, or but
very little more, and, as ncar as I can obferve, is ex-
adly of an equal Width all the Way. The Surface
of the Bark of both the Trees is remarkably touched
for about Ten Feet from the Ground, as if it were
fhot all over with Small-fhot, each of which feems
to have taken off little Scales or outfide Picces of the
Bark, from an Inch and half or Two Inches broad
and long, to a quarter of an Inch, I will add no
more, than only to wifh, that this Account may prove

any
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any thing new or agreeable to you,:to defire you to
excafe the great Hurry in: which it is-wrote, and to
affure you, that I am very fincetely,
SIR,
Qour faithful
Humble Servant,

Petre,

N. B. Effefts of Lightning, like this, were obferved by Sir Fobx
Clark. See Philofophical Tranfackions, N° 454. p. 235.

IX. An Account of a Meteor feen ar Peckham,
Dec. 11. 1741. by Tho. Milner, M. D.

Read Jung 24. Ecember 11. 1741, at Seven Mi-
174 L/ nutes patt One in the Afternoon by
the common Clocks, a Globe of Light, fomewhat
larger than the horizontal Full Moon, and as bright
as the Moon appears at any time while the Sun is
above the Horizon, inftantancoufly appeared, in a
bluc clear Sky, about the S.S.E. moving towards
the Eaft with a continual equable Motion, and leaving
behind it a narrow Streak of Light, whiter than the
Globe itfclf, throughout its whole Courfe. Towards
the End it appeared lefs than at the Beginning of its
Motion ; and within Three, or at moft Four Seconds,
it fuddenly vanifhed. Itsapparent Velocity was nearly
cqual to half the Velocity of thofe ufual Meteors
commonly called falling or fhooting Stars: This may
be thought an indeterminatc way of exprefling its
Velocity, as thofe falling Stars vary in the Swiftnefs
of their Motions; but if {fuch be underftood as have

a



